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The annual showcase marks the conclusion of each cohort, where the
final prototypes created during the programme are displayed to the
public. These showcases serve as a unique opportunity to highlight the
Athath fellowship’s contribution to the local furniture design scene,
bridging a gap by making commercially viable, culturally influenced

designs accessible to a wider community, spanning various age groups
from kids to adults.



About the
Athath Fellowship

The Athath Fellowship is a 16-week intensive professional design and
making programme for aspiring entrepreneurs, extending over three
phases. The programme culminates in the creation of commercially
viable prototypes at full scale and provides foundational knowledge to
develop preliminary commercial plans for the design.

Beyond the design studio, the programme incorporates a module
focused on commercial strategy, which equips fellows with the
essential skills they need to approach design challenges from a
market-oriented perspective. Consequently, fellows gain insights

into product positioning and learn to construct effective commercial
strategies. Furthermore, the programme’s structure ensures that
fellows not only refine their design capabilities but also build
foundational knowledge to develop preliminary commercial plans,
essential for their success in the design and entrepreneurship worlds.

The Athath Fellowship welcomes individuals with a creative body of
work, extending beyond furniture and construction art forms.

Established in 2021, the Athath Fellowship has supported 34 fellows
across four successful cohorts. The inaugural cohort in 2021 welcomed
10 exceptional individuals, followed by cohorts of 8 fellows in 2022,

9 in 2023, and 7 in 2024.



About
MAKE

MAKE is part workshop, lab, studio and garage with a wide range
of professional-grade machinery, tools and classes covering the
technical, the mechanical and the tactile elements of engineering,
making, art and design.

MAKE is a welcoming community of entrepreneurs and experimenters,
designers and artist, DIY enthusiasts, hobbyists, learners, and doers.
We welcome makers of all ages and capabilities, from absolute
beginners to professional designers. It’s a place for young minds and
old hands, where people with different levels of creative ability and
making knowledge come together to make their ideas real.

MAKE is home to a diverse array of zones and disciplines that cater
to the innovative spirit of our community. From Ceramics to Fashion
Design, Digital Fabrication to Electronics, Software to Woodshop,
and Metalshop to Casting, each zone offers access to state-of-the-
art machines and facilities. Both members and non-members are
welcomed and encouraged to explore and collaborate.
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Meanz Eﬁ'ﬁﬁm

Amsha Alhajeri O[3l
High quality solid wood, premium red fabric,

high density foam

150 x 52 x 45cm

The design draws from the essence of Al Menaz, traditionally known
for its grounded seating arrangement and communal essence. It
emphasizes geometric patterns and structural joinery, reminiscent
of traditional Emirati architecture and craftsmanship. Inspired by the
cultural value of hospitality and connection, often associated with
Majlis settings.

Features clean, minimalist lines that balance beauty and functionality.
The natural wooden frame exudes warmth, while the vibrant red
cushion adds a lively and distinctive touch.

Key Features

— Zero-screw furniture.

— High-quality solid wood (e.g., oak, beech, or ash).

— Premium red fabric, fade-resistant and easy to clean.
High-density foam for optimal comfort and durability.



Technical Description

The Red Wooden Bench is a versatile and elegant seating solution
designed for both indoor and outdoor use. Measuring 150 cm in length,
52 cm in width, and 45 cm in height, it features a durable frame
crafted from high-quality solid wood such as oak, beech, or ash,
finished with a smooth protective coating for durability. The seat is
upholstered in premium red fabric that is fade-resistant, easy to clean,
and padded with high-density foam for superior comfort.

Built with traditional interlocking wooden joinery, the bench ensures
strength and stability while maintaining a clean, seamless design with
no visible screws or nails. Weighing approximately 12 kg, it supports
up to 200 kg and is lightweight for easy portability. Its minimalist
aesthetic blends seamlessly with various decor styles, and it is easy
to maintain with simple cleaning techniques for both the wood and
upholstery.

Biography

Emirati designer Amsha Alhajeri blends Emirati heritage with
contemporary design through her namesake studio. Passionate
about innovation, she creates products that honor UAE traditions
while addressing modern needs. At Athath, she collaborates with
like-minded creatives, refining her skills to craft culturally inspired,
practical designs that celebrate and reimagine Emirati culture.









DOOP El’i'ﬁﬁlil

Ani Jalalian =250
MDF with ash veneer, solid stained ash,

powdercoated metal inserts

190 x 40 x 55cm

Doop is a modular, customizable, shelving system.

Inspired by my own challenges with standard modular furniture
options in limited basic styles, Doop reflects a growing desire among
design-conscious individuals for customizable furniture in various
aesthetic styles.Doop, which is the Armenian word for box, consists of
interconnecting boxes, each featuring a light ash veneer and solid dark
ash legs.

Each box is a 40cm cube, perfect for displaying and storing a variety
of items, such as books, vinyl records, and decorative objects. These
boxes can also be customized with adjustable metal shelves, dividers,
planter options, or a custom ottoman insert for extra seating. When
these boxes are connected, one interesting feature of Doop is the
creation of funky negative spaces, which can be repurposed as storage
with metal inserts.

Key Features

— Storage with customizable options.

— Solid wood legs that creating an aesthetically unique negative
space when connected with other units.



Technical Description

Each unit has pre-drilled holes and comes with two dowel types: A
connecting dowel and a finish dowel. The connecting dowels allow
you to connect a unit with another either horizontally or vertically. The
finish dowel is inserted to any pre-drilled hole that will not be used to
connect. These also serve as the base for the legs so they do not get
damaged when moving around.

Customizable Options

1. Shelf insert

2. Book or record dividers

3. Planter unit (a different unit entirely)

4. Ottoman/Pouf insert for extra seating

5. Metal inserts when connecting more than 1 piece (sits in the
negative space between units

Biography

Ani Jalalian is a practicing architect born and raised in California.
Currently based in Dubai, she has been exploring the unique and
creative opportunities the region offers. Through The Athath Fellowship
Programme, she hopes to further understand the iterative process of
furniture design and the nuances of production.
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Kaldi Sideboard Table E#ﬁﬁm

Joshua Taccad O[3l
Solid Maple Wood and Maple Veneered Plywood
45 x 120 x 90cm

The Kaldi Sideboard Table is a premium coffee preparation station
designed to add elegance and functionality to your daily brewing
ritual. Crafted from light maple wood, it features a durable, standing-
height solid top that provides ample space for preparing coffee or
performing other light tasks. Its minimalist design exudes a sleek and
modern aesthetic, making it a stylish addition to any coffee corner or
dining area.

Designed for coffee enthusiasts, the Kaldi Sideboard Table provides
fixed storage solutions to keep your brewing essentials organized

and easily accessible. With dedicated compartments for espresso
machines, manual brewers, and accessories, this table simplifies your
coffee experience while maintaining an clutter-free appearance.

Balancing compactness and utility, the Kaldi Sideboard Table

is perfectly sized to fit seamlessly into various spaces without
compromising functionality. More than just furniture, it’s a reflection of
your love for coffee—a centerpiece that evolves with your passion and
enhances the joy of brewing.

Key Features

— Crafted from premium light maple wood, this piece features a sleek,
modern aesthetic that complements any space.

— The durable, standing-height solid top offers a comfortable
workspace for coffee preparation and light tasks.

— Fixed compartments are thoughtfully designed to seamlessly
organize espresso machines, manual brewers, and accessories
seamlessly.



Technical Description

The Kaldi Sideboard Table is crafted from high-quality light maple
solid wood, selected for its durability, fine grain, and light finish

that enhances contemporary interiors. The table features a robust,
standing-height top, perfect for tasks like coffee preparation or light
meal prep, with a smooth finish for an elevated user experience.

Its design strikes a perfect balance between compactness and
functionality, fitting seamlessly into smaller spaces while offering
ample surface area and storage.

For joinery, the Kaldi Sideboard Table employs a floating mortise and
tenon construction, a traditional and robust method that ensures
superior strength and durability. The floating tenon technique enables
the pieces of the table to fit seamlessly, with no visible fasteners or
screws, giving the table a clean, modern aesthetic while maintaining
structural integrity.

The table includes fixed storage compartments thoughtfully designed
to organize coffee essentials, such as espresso machines, manual
brewers, and accessories, ensuring everything is easily accessible and
neatly arranged. With its minimalist design, high-quality materials, and
ergonomic height, the Kaldi Sideboard Table stands as an ideal choice
for coffee enthusiasts looking to enhance their brewing space with a
stylish, practical, and long-lasting piece of furniture.

Biography

Joshua Taccad is a self-taught woodworker and woodworking
consultant at MAKE. His journey into woodworking was unexpected,
having begun his career in various industries. Inspired by his
aspirations to become an architect, he discovered a genuine passion
for woodworking. A hobbyist turned small-business owner, Joshua
has explored and gained valuable experience in the craft. He joined
the Athath Fellowship to become a better furniture maker and further
refine his skills in both designing and making furniture.









sillah El’iﬁﬁlil

Reem AlHosani O[3l
Teak wood, rounded edges
78 x 120 x 40cm

Sillah is a low workstation, inspired by my work with traditional Emirati
artisans.

Designed to support the floor-based work of artisans and craftspeople,
Sillah is features a pebble-shaped surface and is constructed entirely
of durable dark teak wood, suitable for both indoor and outdoor

use. The rounded edges invite social interaction, while its low height
allows users to sit comfortably on the floor with ample legroom.

The workstation includes customizable grooves to keep tools and
materials neatly organized and within arm’s reach. Although initially
designed as an artisan’s workstation, Sillah is also perfect for friends
catching up over craft, coffee, and board games.

Sillah blends cultural heritage, functionality, and contemporary design
into one elegant piece.

Key Features

- Teak wood.

— Rounded edges.

— Floor seating table.



Technical Description

The table is a low workstation crafted from durable teak wood, making
it ideal for both indoor and outdoor use. Measuring 78cm in length,
120cm in width, and 40cm in height, it features a sturdy design with
four legs. Customizable grooves can be added to conveniently hold
small items, enhancing its functionality. The rounded edges provide
added comfort, while its inviting shape encourages people to gather
and connect.

Biography

Reem Alhosani, a Design Management graduate from the American
University of Sharjah, works as a product designer at “House of
Artisans” in Abu Dhabi. She specializes in blending cultural heritage
with modern design, honoring traditional craftsmanship while
embracing innovative techniques.









Takhzeen E#ﬁﬁm

Rehab Alnuaimi O[3l
Solid walnut, stained solid pine
18 x 90 x 75cm

Takhzeen is a modular storage system that can adapt to any desk.
Inspired by my frustration with workspace clutter, it offers a solution
to organize and hide items neatly out of sight. It is made with light
meranti and dark walnut wood and consists of six stackable boxes—
three with shelves and three with drawers. These boxes are easy to
connect and arrange, making them ideal for organizing things like
stationery or cables while keeping your desk tidy and stylish. Takhzeen
is an elegant storage solution that expands with your needs.

Key Features

— Desk-based.

— Modular/customizable arrangement.
— Storage system.



Technical Description

The boxes are designed for easy assembly and disassembly using a
dark wood full-sized connector piece that slides into or out of the
dovetail grooves at each connection point. Thanks to their shared 15cm
grid system, all boxes can seamlessly connect to one another, with a
dovetail groove positioned every 15cm. Open or exposed grooves on
the exterior can be covered with half-sized wood connector pieces

to eliminate dust and ensure smooth future modifications, such as
adding connectors when expanding or rearranging the collection. The
arrangement of the boxes is fully customizable, allowing users to
configure them according to their preferences. Three of the units come
equipped with removable shelves, which can be easily taken out and
replaced as needed. Each box is available for individual purchase or as
part of a complete set.

Biography

Rehab Alnuaimi is an Emirati interior designer with a BFA from Zayed
University. She has a strong technical and creative background in
architecture and design. During the fellowship, she focuses on creating
custom furniture for a variety of projects and clients, enhancing both
functionality and aesthetics.









Datecrete Accent Chair E#ﬁﬁm

Sara Farha O[3l
Datecrete, oakwood veneered bent plywood, sheepskin
78.8 x 75 x 71.5cm

The Datecrete Accent Chair is a statement chair designed with
practical storage in mind. The backrest and seating support are
thoughtfully utilized to offer ample space for storing books, blankets,
or other accessories to keep within arm’s reach.

Its rich dark oak wood accents pair beautifully with the innovative
Datecrete frame, highlighting the raw beauty of its textured surface.
Draped with lush natural sheepskin upholstery over the backrest and
seat, it invites you to sink in and relax. The inclined backrest and
playful side profiles provide ergonomic support, making it ideal for
long reading sessions.

The design draws inspiration from the intimate bond between humans
and their pets, celebrating shared moments of rest and relaxation.
While the storage areas are perfect for essentials, they can also serve
as a cozy retreat for your furry companion. The Datecrete Accent Chair
is perfect a functional statement piece, a warm reading retreat, or a
pet-friendly addition to your home.

Key Features
— Integrated storage.
— Innovative materials.

Comfort.

— Datecrete.

— Oakwood veneered bent pywood.
— Sheepskin upholstery.



Technical Description

Upholstery
Customization for the upholstery material or color can be specified as
part of the existing design.

Frame Color
The chair frames are in a natural datecrete texture, but can be
pigmented as specified.

Wood Accents
The rich dark oaknut accents are stained dark and can be stained in a
variety of options depending on specification.

Assembly
The Datecrete Accent Chair is delivered as one piece and does not
require additional assembly upon delivery.

Biography

Sara Farha is an architectural engineer and urban planner. Passionate
about material science, Farha creates design that responds to

needs, sensibilities, and the environment. Farha is the co-founder

of Datecrete Studio & Lab, a material innovation and design studio
centered around the date-pit based cementitious alternative to
traditional concrete, Datecrete.
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