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Athath Fellowship

The Athath Fellowship programme was launched in 2021 as a six-month
intensive furniture design and prototyping programme. It supports
emerging designers in developing original furniture, from early concept to
prototyping and production. Combining studio-based design education,
hands-on making, and applied commercial strategy, the programme
encourages fellows to develop their furniture pieces while keeping
material, production, and market considerations in mind.

Through its two core modules, Furniture Design & Prototyping and
Commercial Strategy, fellows develop and test their ideas at full scale
while also considering material selection, fabrication, cost, positioning
and pathways to production. Supporting seminars and design critiques
help address additional considerations, such as legal and commercial,
and feature contributions from academic, industrial, and professional
experts.

Athath Fellowship welcomes individuals with a creative body of work,
extending beyond furniture and construction art forms. The programme
has supported 51 fellows across 6 successful cohorts. The inaugural
cohort in 2021 welcomed 10 individuals, followed by cohorts of 8 fellows
in 2022, 9 in 2023, 6 in 2024, 10 in 2025 and 7 in 2026.
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MAKE is part workshop, lab, studio and garage with a wide range of
professional-grade machinery, tools and classes covering the technical,
the mechanical and the tactile elements of engineering, making, art and
design.

MAKE is a welcoming community of entrepreneurs and experimenters,
designers and artist, DIY enthusiasts, hobbyists, learners, and doers.We
welcome makers of all ages and capabilities, from absolute beginners to
professional designers. It’s a place for young minds and old hands, where
people with different levels of creative ability and making knowledge
come together to make their ideas real.

MAKE is home to a diverse array of zones and disciplines that cater
to the innovative spirit of our community. From Ceramics to Fashion
Design, Digital Fabrication to Electronics, Software to Woodshop, and
Metalshop to Casting, each zone offers access to state-of-the-art
machines and facilities. Both members and non-members are welcomed
and encouraged to explore and collaborate.
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RABT+
Akshay Sunil Mhamunkar

Biography

Akshay is an architect and designer whose practice is grounded in functional
design and a belief in creating objects that are timeless. His experience across
architecture, urban design, and sustainable construction has shaped an interest
in how materials, processes, and details influence the spaces and objects we use.
His current furniture research, titled ‘The Junction’, examines the connection as
a starting point for furniture, developing an adaptable system through assembly
and reconfiguration.

As co-founder of designbyfolk, he extends this approach through material
experimentation and product development, bringing together craft, technology,
and sustainable thinking to create useful, adaptable objects for everyday life.



Product Concept Description

The project explores the junction as the starting point of furniture: the point
where separate elements meet to create structure and form. Rather than
designing a fixed object, it develops a simple system in which one repeatable
junction can generate multiple furniture typologies. Drawing from traditional
making, where a limited vocabulary of components can produce diverse forms,
the project brings this principle into a contemporary furniture language.

The junction is intentionally exposed, making the logic of construction an
integral part of the design. Solid timber elements come together through
the junction to form a framework that can be assembled, extended, and
reconfigured. As the structure grows, it can become a shelf, table, storage
unit, partition, or something yet undefined. The system remains open rather
than prescribing a single outcome. Components can be added, removed, or
rearranged, allowing the furniture to respond to changing needs while retaining
a consistent structural language.

Key Features

. Repeatable Junction: A multi-directional connector that enables multiple
structural pieces to meet through one consistent component.

3 Adaptable Framework: A simple vocabulary of timber poles, stretchers,
and infill elements that can be combined into varied furniture
configurations.

3 Visible Construction: Exposed junctions make up the structural logic and
assembly part of the furniture’s visual identity



Product Technical Description

The junction is the defining element of the system, engineered to bring
multiple structural pieces together through a single, repeatable component.
Its multi-directional geometry allows members to meet in different orientations,
creating a consistent structural language across varied furniture configurations.
The junction was developed through digital modelling, structural exploration,
physical prototyping, and additive manufacturing, refining its geometry to
balance strength, precision, and ease of assembly. Its repeatable construction
allows the same junction to serve across different furniture typologies without
requiring bespoke connections for each configuration.

Solid Beech timber poles establish the primary structure, while rectangular
stretchers extend between the junctions to form and stabilise the framework.
Together, these elements create a simple structural vocabulary that can
be combined in different arrangements. Removable infill elements can be
introduced within the framework to provide function, enclosure, and material
variation. Timber, metal, translucent materials, and other compatible materials
can be used according to the intended application. Together, these components
form a precise and adaptable construction language, where the junction
provides the structural logic for an evolving family of furniture.

Materials
Solid Beech Wood, Polycarbonate, Plywood, Stainless Steel

Dimensions
L165 x W105 x H199 cm
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LOOP
Alefiyah Ustad and Reem Shawkat
Clock & Cloud

Biography

Clock & Cloud is a Dubai-based multidisciplinary design practice co-founded
by Alefiyah Ustad and Reem Shawkat. True to its name, the studio embodies a
balance of opposites— structured yet chaotic, bold yet playful.

We are thinkers, dreamers, and makers—part clock, part cloud. Our work is
driven by curiosity, collaboration, and a commitment to reimagining the
everyday through design.



Product Concept Description

LOOP translates the simple logic of the paper garland, a childhood object
made by repeating, linking, and extending individual loops, into a modular

seating system. Each seating and side table module acts as a link within a

larger composition, allowing multiple units to be arranged, expanded, and
reconfigured according to the space and number of users.

The system can shift between linear arrangements and more fluid, caterpillar-

like configurations, supporting both individual seating and collective

gathering. Smaller connecting elements extend this modular language while
introducing additional functionality within the composition. Through repetition

and reconfiguration, LOOP transforms a familiar playful gesture into a

flexible furniture system, allowing its form and scale to change with different

environments, group sizes, and patterns of use.

Key Features

Dual-Module System: Modules A and B combine in alternating
arrangements to create LOOP's flexible composition.

Reconfigurable Seating: Modules can be arranged in different
combinations to respond to different spaces, group sizes, and uses.
Customizable Finishes: A coordinated range of wood tones, upholstery,
and suede finishes allows the system to be personalized.



Product Technical Description

LOOP is constructed from multiple CNC-cut MDF layers, assembled from
alternating X- and Y-oriented pieces. The perpendicular orientation of each
layer increases the structural rigidity and stability of the piece. The layers are
bonded together using adhesive and clamped during the curing process to
form a continuous curved structure.

Once cured, the structure is sanded and finished with engineered wood veneer,
which is applied over the curved laminated form and finished in one of five
colourways.

The upholstered seat cushion is secured to the structure using a continuous
suede strap that wraps from the front to the back of the upper section.
The cushion is removable, allowing for maintenance or replacement. Five
corresponding suede finishes are available. The accompanying side table is
fabricated from a single 2 mm thick steel sheet, precision-bent into the same
rounded geometry as the seating module at a smaller scale. The steel is finished
in brushed chrome, and rests directly on the floor as a freestanding component.

Materials
Stained Iced Burl Wood Veneer, Stainless Steel, Suede Upholstery

Dimensions
Module A (seating): L65 x W45 x H45 cm
Module B (side table): L48.5 x W45 x H35 cm
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Hiwar
Lama Alzubairi

Biography

A French/Yemeni architect and artist based in Dubai, with a perspective shaped
by living in France, Yemen, and the UAE. These diverse cultural and architectural
environments have enriched an approach that moves between large-scale
architecture and more intimate forms of design. Through furniture, my focus is
on exploring human behaviour, and creating pieces that encourage interaction
and spark curiosity, while existing as sculptural objects within a space.

At the core of this approach is a dialogue between art and design, combining
functionality with artistic expression to create distinctive work that brings
character and meaning into the spaces we inhabit.



Product Concept Description

The Hiwar Chair, meaning “dialogue” in Arabic, is a conversation chair
designed to encourage face-to-face interactions. Rather than functioning as a
conventional chair designed for an individual, Hiwar brings two seats together
within a single piece, positioning them directly opposite one another to create
an intentional setting for conversation and shared moments. The design
explores how furniture can influence human behaviour, turning seating into a
defined social space for dialogue.

Inspired by the 19th-century téte-a-téte chair, the piece reinterprets this
historical typology through a contemporary, curvilinear form. Its continuous,
flowing geometry allows the two seating positions to read as one unified
sculptural object rather than two separate chairs. Custom patterned upholstery
introduces a contrasting layer of softness and comfort, balancing the substantial
form while reinforcing the chair’s social function.

Key Features

. Sculptural fluidity connecting two seats through a single dynamic form.
. Face to Face configuration that encourages human interaction.
3 Material contrast: Solid wood paired with patterned upholstery, balancing

the sculptural form with a softer element.
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Product Technical Description

Hiwar is constructed from solid Sapele wood using 20 horizontal CNC-cut
layers, each measuring 40 mm in height. The layers are aligned and bonded
to form the continuous two-seat structure, with Domino joints, wood glue, and
nails used to reinforce the assembly. The completed piece measures 166 cm
in length, 120 cm in width, and 72 cm in height. The laminated timber body is
extensively sanded and hand-finished to refine the transitions between layers
and create a smooth, continuous surface.

Two upholstered seating elements are integrated into the opposing seating
positions, consisting of padded seat surfaces finished in a selected fabric. The
upholstery can be customized in colour, material, and pattern.

Materials
Natural Sapele Wood + Upholstered Pods

Dimensions
L166 x W120 x H72 cm
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Wasl
Nada Abdelgawad

Biography

In her practice, Nada Abdelgawad focuses on a philosophy that seeks to create
a bridge between practicality and meaningful design. Her work emphasises the
need to instil an intentional reflection of designs and practices consistent with
culture: past, present, and emerging.

She focuses on the practical aspects of design, aiming to appeal to the day-
to-day use cases of objects. As part of her work with the Athath Fellowship,
Wasl perfectly reflects these sentiments. It is a balance between the practical
and aesthetic values that she aims to provide through a modular, dual-purpose
design.



Product Concept Description

Wasl, meaning “connection” in Arabic, is a lighting object designed to connect
spaces and functions through a single, adaptable form. It reimagines the
traditional floor lamp as a modular system that evolves with the users needs,
transitioning between ambient architectural lighting and portable task lighting.

Its stained glass elements diffuse light while casting a textured, coloured glow;
a quality of light rooted in traditional Arabic glasswork. Modern homes typically
need separate products for ambient and task lightings, while Wasl combines
both within one system.

One of its four modules is removable, allowing it to be used independently as
a portable light before reconnecting to the main structure to recharge. This
cycle of separation and reconnection reinforces the meaning of Wasl. By pairing
a fixed architectural form with a detachable portable element, one design
object serves two distinct lighting functions, adapting to different spaces and
moments throughout the day.

Key Features

3 Modular Design: Four interconnected glass modules create a sculptural
floor lamp with a flexible architecture.

3 Versatile Functionality: Seamlessly transitions between a sculptural floor
lamp and a portable table lamp.

3 Visual Texture: Textured, stained glass diffuses light beautifully, creating
depth, warmth, and a distinctive visual character.

29



30

Product Technical Description

Wasl is a modular lighting system composed of four illuminated glass modules.
Each module measures 16 cm in diameter and 30 cm in height and is formed
from stained-glass panels secured between solid Ash polygonal frames with
Brass detailing.

The structure stands on a circular weighted base, 30 cm in diameter, which
houses the main electrical components, including the power supply and smart
lighting controller. The modules are aligned and supported by an aluminium
tube that provides structural stability while concealing the electrical wiring. A
warm-temperature LED strip runs along the length of the tube as the primary
light source. The four stained glass modules stack vertically from the base,
enclosing the central tube and light source within the 130 cm structure.

The upper module detaches from the main structure and operates independently
as a portable desk lamp, powered by an integrated battery and onboard power-
management system. When returned to the main structure, it automatically
recharges through magnetic connectors.

The modular construction enables straightforward assembly while integrating
the stained glass, Ash, brass and aluminium components within a single
structural and lighting system.

Materials
Ash Wood, Stained Glass, Brass, Acrylic, Aluminium

Dimensions
@30 x H130 cm
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VERSO
Urjasvi Anand Mokashi

Biography

Urjasvi is a UAE-based architect and designer exploring the relationship
between culture, material, craft, and design. With a background in architecture
and built heritage conservation, she investigates how traditional knowledge can
inform contemporary objects.

Her practice has expanded into furniture design through a hands-on process of
prototyping, material exploration, and making. She has developed VERSO, a
vanity desk that establishes a structural language for a growing family of objects.

As co-founder of designbyfolk, she focuses on creating functional, enduring
objects that transcend trends and are designed to be lived with, valued, and
passed on over time.



Product Concept Description

VERSO is a dual-purpose desk that shifts between a writing desk and a vanity
within a single form. Its flip-top lid reveals an integrated mirror, allowing the
piece to transition between work, correspondence, and personal grooming.

Drawing from the refined geometry and proportions of Art Deco furniture,
particularly its vanity and writing desk typologies, the design reinterprets
the period’s geometric forms, disciplined proportions, and material richness
through contemporary construction and function.

The dual-purpose approach responds to contemporary living, where work and
personal routines increasingly share the same domestic space. The principle
extends to the material palette, pairing deep-toned Sapele with lighter Ash
to create a deliberate contrast in colour, texture, and form. Together, these
elements create a cohesive object with distinct yet connected identities.

Named VERSO, after the reverse or other side, the desk embodies transformation
by revealing a second function and experience within the same form.

Key Features

3 Desk-to-vanity transformation
3 Dual timber material contrast
3 Floating cantilevered drawers

35



36

Product Technical Description

The piece functions as a dual-purpose writing desk and vanity, transitioning
between the two through a central flip-top section of the tabletop. When closed,
the lid forms part of the writing surface; when opened, it reveals an integrated
700 x 350 mm mirror and a central storage compartment for makeup, jewellery
and everyday essentials. A soft-close torsion hinge supports the lid at different
angles and controls its movement during opening and closure.

The desk comprises a solid Sapele structural frame measuring 1640 x 500
x 1000 mm. The frame forms the primary support system, incorporating six
faceted hexagonal legs and seventeen stretchers that define the triangular
geometry and support the Ash tabletop and storage components.

The Ash assembly comprises four drawers, each measuring 385 x 450 x 120
mm, and a central storage unit measuring 765 x 450 x 120 mm. Two drawers
and the central storage form the upper tabletop assembly, while two drawers
sit at the lower level. Components are secured to the Sapele stretchers using
threaded inserts and bolts, creating a cantilevered, floating profile. The upper
assembly is additionally bolted through its sides.

The Sapele and Ash are finished with a natural oil to preserve their colour, grain,
and tactile qualities.

Materials
Solid Ashwood and Sapele

Dimensions
L164 x W50 x H100 cm
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Raff
Zein Hageali

Biography

Zein Hageali is a Lebanese product and industrial designer, based in Dubai.
She completed her undergraduate degree in Product and Industrial Design at
Central Saint Martins in London. Her work embraces a playful yet intentional
approach, often focusing on modularity, repairability, and systems that adapt
to everyday life.

She is interested in how people interact with objects over time, aiming to design
pieces that are not only practical and durable but also carry a sense of familiarity
and meaning. She has experience working at an engineering consultancy,
manufacturing everything from large-scale installations to furniture pieces and
bespoke items. Working as an engineer, she prepared technical documentation
and oversaw production.

She also spent her summer at BD Barcelona, working with iconic designers on
iconic pieces, allowing a deeper understanding of the precision, craftsmanship,
and attention to detail required to bring world-class products from concept to
production. She is now developing her personal brand, zeinomakes, centred
around craft and the art of making, drawing inspiration from everyday life and
transforming these observations into thoughtfully designed objects.



Product Concept Description

Raff “ca)” is a modular shelving system composed of three distinct shapes that
fit together like a puzzle in multiple configurations. Inspired by the geometry
and repetition found in Arabesque patterns, the system reinterprets a traditional
visual language through a contemporary and playful approach to furniture.

Each shape can function independently or connect to the others, allowing users
to customize the size, height, and configuration of their shelving according to
their space and changing needs. Rather than creating a fixed piece of furniture,
Raff encourages interaction, giving the user the freedom to continuously
rearrange and build their own composition.

Functional storage is integrated within each form through open compartments,
and shelves, balancing the sculptural quality of the system with everyday
practicality. Vibrant colours are paired with natural wood finishes to further
highlight the individual forms and their connections. Through modularity,
pattern, and colour, Raff transforms storage into an adaptable and expressive
feature within the home.

Key Features

3 Modular and customizable to shape and size
3 Playful in the use of vibrant colours
. Represents Arabesque patterns
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Product Technical Description

Raff “La)” is constructed from CNC-cut plywood, with exterior surfaces finished
in Cherry Burl veneer and selected surfaces finished in paint. The CNC-cut
panels are assembled to form the three modular shapes that make up the
shelving system.

A 4 mm clearance is incorporated between the three completed forms, allowing
the modules to fit accurately within one another. Consistent dimensions and
flush edges are critical to maintaining alignment across the system and ensuring
that the three forms can be combined in different configurations.

The exterior surfaces are finished with Cherry Burl veneer, while the interior
surfaces and exposed edges are painted. Two coats of paint, with sanding
between coats, create a smooth, matte and durable finish. The exposed Cherry
Burl veneer is stained and finished to achieve a clean and consistent surface
while retaining the natural variation of the wood grain.

Materials
Veneered Plywood

Dimensions
L120 x W40 x H220 cm
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Hospitality Cabinet
Naser Alghawi

Biography

Naser Alghawi is an Emirati poet, designer, and artist whose practice is based
on discovering materials and their relation to space and memory. He explores
natural materials, traditional crafts, and elements taken from the UAE’s
environment, reshaping them into modern furniture and pieces. Through hands-
on experiments, he develops practical applications that use date seeds, palm
fronds, sand, and local geological materials.

Product Concept Description

The Hospitality Cabinet reflects a value rooted in Emirati culture: that of
hospitality. It is more than a simple storage space; it is a modern piece of
furniture that was designed to combine the elements of hospitality within a
practical and elegant experience. The piece can be used in homes or at hotels,
institutions, companies and various welcoming spaces. The materials that
compose the piece tell its story.

Al-Surood, a craft made from palm fronds, is represented as contemporary
surfaces inspired from ancient building techniques that blend earthen elements
with local flora. Date seeds, sand, and natural materials collected from across the
UAE are also introduced to the piece, creating a painted landscape with natural
colour variations of sand and earth. Instead of simply reproducing a traditional
form, the cabinet highlights its material memory and value to connect authentic
Emirati hospitality to our modern way of life and our experience of hospitality
today.

Materials
Wood, Sapele Wood, Al-Surood made from palm fronds, date seeds, natural
sand, local materials collected from across the UAE, resin, and adhesives.

Dimensions
L120 x W60 x H180 cm
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